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8 Jf you build a new house, you shall make a fence far'your roof, so that you will not pla;:e

blood in your house if a fallen one falls from it.

9 You shall not sow your vineyard with a mixture, lest the
) growth of the seed that you plant
and the produce of the vineyard become forbidden. : ane

10 You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together. ! You shall not wear combined fibers,

wool gnd linen together.
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% Seé,' I present before you today a blessing and a curse. 2" The blessing: that you

~ hearken to the commandments of HASHEM,

your God, that | command you today. *® And

the curse: if you do not hearken to the commandments of HasHEM, your God, and you stray
from: the path that I command you today, to follow gods of others, that you did not know.
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8. npyn/Protective fence. The Torah requires a Jew to erect
a fence or other form of barrier around his roof. This com-
mandment applies also to any dangerous situation, such as
a swimming pool or a tall stairway (Rambam, Hil. Rotzeach

11:1-5).
by Yy — If a fallen one falls from it. The term fallen one
jimplies that the person who died deserved to fall [for, pre-
sumably, God punished himin this way for his prior sins], but
Godcr ises good things to happen through good people, and
bad tl .ngs through bad people (Rashi). Therefore, the build-
er or owner of the hazard is at least morally liable (Sfomo).

RK_
26. g7 — See. The blessing and curse are not simply
promises for the future. One can actually see that people
who observe the Torah have a sense of accomplishment,
fulfillment, and spiritual growth. The blessing is there for all
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Xiv MY SOLE DESIRE ~ K. klv Y

The way to Jerusalem, for example, is a road flagged by

signs indicating that this road leads to Jerusalem. One who
wants to get to Jerusalem will take this road and follow the
signposts directing him there. This person is on his way to

A0

# Only once we internalize that we are living solely for

Hashem’s sake, in order to increase His glory, can we move
forward in the right direction.

One reason for washing our hands in the morning, as
stated in the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, is that just as the ko-

__:’ Jerusalem. Even when he is still far from the city, we will say

that he is on the way to Jerusalem because that is his destina-
tion. He knows at every moment where he is headed, and that
the purpose of his trip is to get to Jerusalem; in other words,
he is on his way there.

hanim washed their hands in the kiyor b_e&nggggt_ixlgﬁtheir
holy service in the Beis Hamikdash, we wash our hands for
the service of our Creator. A Jew wakes up in the morning
~with one distinct goal: to serve Hashem. He washes his hands,

sanctifying himself for this one purpose. After saying Modeh
Ani and washing our hands, it is a good habit to say, “Ribono
shel Olam, I want to serve You. This starts us off with a clear
goal, on the right track toward kevod Shamayim.

By contrast, a person journeying around the world with-
out a particular destination cannot be said to be on his way
_J to Jerusalem, even if at some point he travels on the Tel-Aviv-
Jerusalem highway. A person is only on his way to a certain
destination when it is his express purpose to get there. This statement — “Ribono shel Olam, I want to serve You”.
— will accompany us throughout the day. When we face a de-
cision, we will remember our purpose in life and say, “Ribono_
shel Olam, I want only one thing in life: to glorify Your name.’
Then we can check the signposts and determine which option
will lead us in the right digg_c_t_iﬁc_{l}!?fﬁgward kevod Shamayim.

\~ The same is true of avodas Hashem. Hashem created us
Wi‘th~a specific purpose in mind. What is that purpose? We
say it in Adon Olam: “Master of the universe, Who reigned be-
fore any creation was created; when everything was brought

into being according to His will—then King’ His Name was
proclaimed.” Hashem was King before the creation of the
world, but there was no one to call Him King. Hashem created

us VS(_)_:t_llg:E Vi/ve should proclaim that He is our King, so that we
accept His sovereignty.

Even in times of difficulty or distress, chas veshalom, we
will be able to reconnect to our goal and say, “Ribono shel
Olam, only one thing is important to me in life: to do Your
will. If it is Your will that I serve you this way, I'm con-
tent with the way things are” Sometimes there are bumps

o along the road, but if it is the way to our goal, we will pro-
ceed — slowly but surely.

® The first blessing of the sheva brachos is .. Who has cre-
ated everything for His honor” Chazal based this blessing on
th_e; passuk in Yeshayahu, “Everything that is called by My
name and whom I created for My honor, I formed it, and I also
made it” (Yeshayahu 43:7).

One person will make his trip in a fancy car, another in an
old station wagon; a third may ride on a bike, and yet another
may make the trek by foot—but everyone is on their way, at

- their own pace. Likewise, each person serves Hashem within))
his specific capac_ity, and one person’s avodas Hashem cannot
compare to another’s.

7
AL ,,
We cannot always be in active mode, working and invest-,
ing non-stop. Sometimes we need to rejuvenate —to meet
with friends, schmooze on the telephone, or enjoy a light

The entire world was created for the purpose of kevod
Shamayim — so that the Jewish People would reveal Hashem’s
honor in the world. Therefore, when a chassan and kallah set

out on their new life, the first thing we do is remind them of

[the purpose for which they were created. Once their purpose is N
/ clear, they are on the right path. There may be delays or disrup-
\tions, they may take a wrong turn at some point, but as long/

as they know their destination, they are still on the right path.

The navi Yeshayahu rebukes the Jewish People that
Hashem’s Word was taken by them as ‘a commandment for
a commandment... a line for a line, a little there, a little there”
(Yeshayahu 28:10). The navi’s intent was that although they
=J did perform some mitzvos, it was without any overall direc-

tion. It was a little mitzvah here and a little mitzvah there. At

times they followed Hashem’s commandments and at times

they followed the goyim; sometimes they were headed toward

holiness and sometimes in the opposite direction, Rachmana

litzlan. The Jewish People lacked a single clear goal of increas-
%ing kevod Shamayim through their every action.

Avraham Avinu commanded his household after him,
“that they will abide by Hashem's way” He gave us the over-
riding direction, the goal for which we live. Before we even
start performing individual mitzvos, we must establish a clear
goal: what are we seeking to accomplish in life? Why have we
”~’been created in this world?

read. If we forget our goal in life and turn this activity into

”* the goal, we have veered from the road. If we keep constant

sight of our goal, however, this break just serves as means of
recharging so that we will be able to continue our trip with
more vitality. As such, it becomes an integral part of our avo-
das Hashem.

3¢ When we are always conscious of our goal, our entire lives

are transformed into an ongoing song of kevod Shamayim.
We will then be able to merit the day when Hashem will be
King over the entire world and His glory will be revealed to
all, méy it be speedily in our days.
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Alternatlvely, the word “today” can mean the following: Do not tell your-
self, ”Yesterday I exhausted myself learning, I gave a lot of tzedakah, and per-

.S*HQW\L') ckd\

formed other mitzvos, so today I need to relax a bit, and tomorrow I will get
back to my routine.” Instead, our task each day is to determine how we can
~J best fulﬁllr the wﬂl of Hashem n during | the comln&day Sometimes this mdeed

con51sts of resting or relaxmg, but we have to be honest with ourselves If we
i are fully aware that each and every day presents unique and irreplaceable op-
““portunities for grabbing more Torah and mitzvos and acquiring eternal life,
any urge to rest will be more likely to stem from a proper desire to strengthen

ourselves for our avodas Hashem than from Amqrelgglﬂnggg_ -
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When the days of Elul approach, on the one hand, we are
gripped with excitement; Hashem is calling us! He is waiting
for us and desires us; He wants us to be close to Him. At the
\.same time, many of us experience feelings of guilt and dread

" at this time of year. Lboking back on the year that has passed,
we see that we did not always behave as we should have. Just

last year in Elul, we came before Hakadosh Baruch Hu with a
genuine desire to be close to Him and we sincerely resolved
,to improve our ways. We did the same thing two years ago \
»and three years ago — but somehow, we succeeded in car- «
\yying out only part of our resolutions. And now, here we /"
aye, approaching Hashem yet again and telling Him that we
truly want to become better people... We feel overcome with
shame, and we wonder: after having failed so many times to
/V meet our commitments, isn't it chutzpah to come to Hashem

once again?

1A

But the truth is just the opposite. What great pleasure Ha-
kadosh Baruch Hu has when He sees that, after repeated
cycles of efforts, failures and further efforts — we still want
/"tocome to Him! This proves that our desire to come close to
) Hashem is genuine and internal, a desire that never wavers.)
“ because it is at the root of who we are.

But a deeper look will reveal that the teshuvah and the reso-
lutions that we make this year are, in fact. not at all identi-
cal to those of a year ago. Superficially, it might appear that-
we've slid back to the same spot, but that’s because we're
~/ looking only at the bottom line, at our actual deeds. We tend
to_quantify our actions, summing them up in numbers and
amounts: how many times I slipped up in a particular area
versus how many times I overcame my yetzer hara. Once a
week, I resisted the urge to speak lashon hara; once every few
days I remembered to say a brachah with concentration; once
a month, I restrained my temper. But Hashem also looks at
¥ the jnternal progress we've made. Hakadosh Baruch Hu sees
into our hearts, and He ascribes importance to how much we
desired Him over the past year, how often we remembered
Him and wanted to improve, the degree to which we stood
up to challenges we'd never before encountered, proving our
determination and restraint more than in previous years.

% & When we think about it carefully, we may discover, for
example, that up until a year ago, the whole idea of shemi-
ras halashon was not really on our radar. Over the past year,
however, we started giving it more attention. True, we may
have lapsed into lashon hara more often than not, but at least
we were aware, at the time, that we weren't doing the right
thing, and we felt bad. This year, our awareness will grow still
further. The matter will become even more important to us
and‘ we will redouble our efforts. Even if we don’t achieve

L‘” -There is no question that last year’s regrets and resolutions
;‘;have had an effect. We do not find ourselves this year in the
" exact same spot as last year. Something inside us has irrevo-
cably changed. This year, we are doing teshuvah from a deeper
place. Qur desire to improve has deepened and intensified.
After everything we've gone through over the course of the
year, we are more aware of just how desperately we must cling
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Now, our purpose in the world is in

@ sharper focus in our minds and our resolution to do Hashem’s

will is more steadf:

In addition, let us keep in mind that the yetzer hara tends
to push our failures and defeats to center stage while mak-
ing us forget the many times that we overcame temptation
“and passed our spiritual tests. We must try and reflect on the
countless small victories we've had. How many times over the

course of the year did we overcome our natural disinclina-
tion and help someone out despite the difficulty involved, or
e pause for a moment and try to focus on every word of Birkas
Hamazon? There have also been many occasions when we
have resisted temptation and refrained from sin.

)’(j s We are not doing the same feshuvali over again; we are
taking another step forward. During the year, we put in effort
and we were able to do a great deal of good. We've also had
occasional failures, which we regret. Now we are in a new

(place, a place where we understand even more deeply just
glmr urgently we need to dedicate ourselves to Hashem andJ
o live with emunah and closeness to Him — and it is from
this place that we continue moving ever closer to Him, one

step at a time.

A We are now on a new level where we again encounter
those same spiritual tests. Our life in this world is filled with
such tests. Hakadosh Baruch Hu brought us down to this
world precisely so that we should withstand them and thus
reveal His glory in the world. Once we have done teshuvah for

» Qur sins, we rise to a new level, where we will be tested with

. P ilioher lovdl
~RoShembach

to the burdens of our sins and the difficulty of doing complete teshuvah.
+Hence, the way to strengthen our avodas Hashem is not to think about the past
at.all, but to start off with a clean slate, imagining that we were born today,,

<\

)

( with specific duties to be discharged today without any connection to the past.\>

On the other hand, a person should not resolve that from now on he will
never sin, because the yetzer may then convince him that he has indeed already
changed for the better and will never revert to his previous ways, and then,

upon being unable to meet the goals he has set for himself, he will become
de;;pondgr_xt and abandon his resolutions altogether. Instead, a person should
resolve to stick to his resolutions for a realistic fixed period, say for three days.
Once that period has elapsed, he can make a new resolution for another fixed
period, thus gradually attaining ever-higher levels of avodas Hashem.

‘The Chiddushei HaRim, in his speeches to strengthen the congregation’s
commitment to working on self-improvement in the month of Elul, would
say that during this period we have to completely forget the past, imagine that
we are newborn babies, and undertake to serve Hashem properly for a short
period of time.
~J'The mazal of the month of Elul is a besulah (maiden), because during this
month of renewal and repentance we start a new “marriage” with Hashem,
completely forgetting the past and focusing exclusively on the future.

.



